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The meeting of the State Transportation Coordination Council was convened at 9:30 a.m., Tuesday, January 17, 2006 in the Conference Room of the Governor’s Developmental Disabilities Council, Des Moines, Iowa.

Meeting Attendees, Introductions

Members in attendance: Annette Dunn, Department of Human Services; Nicki Stajcar, Department of Elder Affairs; Sue Stairs, Department of Human Services - Medicaid; Doreen Chamberlin, Department of Public Health;  Peter Hallock, DOT - Office of Public Transit; Becky Harker, Governor’s Developmental Disabilities Council, and Dee Vanderhoef, Iowa League of Cities.  Also in attendance was Tammy O’Hollearn, Department of Public Health; Bob Krause, DOT - Office of Public Transit; and Donna Johnson, DOT - Office of Public Transit.

Bob Krause convened the meeting and introductions were made.  Krause announced that this would be his last ITCC meeting and that Donna Johnson would be taking his place.  Krause said he was not leaving Public Transit but rather would be devoting his full time to the IT project for urban areas in addition to the rural IT project he is currently working with.

Minutes

Minutes were not available for approval.
Update on Head Start/GAO Visit:

Krause and Peter Hallock reported that staff from the United States General Accounting Office visited Iowa in early January as part of their investigation of the impacts of the Head Start Transportation Rule.  They met with DOT staff on the afternoon of January 4th and were headed to Carroll and Fort Dodge the following day to talk with local Head Start and transit officials.  The GAO staff indicated that most of their other contacts were focused more on use of standard school buses for Head Start.  They were very interested in documenting Iowa’s efforts at coordinating Head Start with public transit, and the negative impacts of the Head Start rule.  They hope to have their report published by April or May, which may allow it to influence the Head Start reauthorization bill, which could serve as a vehicle to override the prohibitions against use of transit vehicles currently found in the Head Start rule.
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Update on Medicaid Brokerage Project:

Sue Stairs and Hallock discussed what is happening with regards to the Medicaid transportation brokerage project funded as part of the most recent Real Choices grant.   They reported that staff from DHS’s Iowa Medicaid Enterprise (IME) and from DOT’s Office of Public Transit (OPT) met in mid-December to discuss how to proceed with the project.  Gene Jessow, the Director of Iowa Medicaid Enterprise, requested that the Department of Transportation assist in evaluating the transportation needs of the Medicaid program, with the results of that analysis to be used by IME in developing an RFP for statewide transportation brokerage services for the Medicaid program.  The two agencies are currently developing a Memorandum of Agreement related to the study.

The study will involve a survey of Medicaid participants and agencies to identify existing and anticipated transportation needs.  It will also involve an inventory of existing transportation resources available to potentially provide Medicaid transportation.  These will be compared, showing both where needed services can be obtained through existing programs and where there appears to be a gap that will require development of additional resources.  The final step will be to develop the listing of functional requirements for a statewide brokerage that can be incorporated into IME’s proposed RFP.
The hope is that the MOA can be finalized by the end of January, so that the study can begin shortly.  The analysis should be completed by August in order to allow an RFP for brokerage services by approximately October.
Regional Mobility Action Planning Workshops
Johnson shared the status of the MAP working committee with the Council.  Dates for the 15 upcoming MAP Workshops were distributed with caveat that some may still change.  Save-the-Date postcards, brochure, registration, and survey materials are all in the works.  The MAP committee has a suggested format and timeline for the workshops that was shared with the ITCC.  The Council suggested starting at 9:00 a.m. for registration and ending at 3:30 p.m.  

It is anticipated that numerous facilitators and note takers would be needed for the work teams.  The Council suggested each member volunteer for at least one Workshop.  Members volunteering today as MAP Workshop facilitators: Nikki, Dee, Becky, Doreen, Tammy, Sue, and Joni – FTA (per previous phone conversation).   
Dee Vanderhoef suggested sending information about Workshops to Tom Bredeweg, Executive Director, Iowa League of Cities.  She said he can put the Workshop info in their magazine and on their Web site.  Contact info below:

Thomas G. Bredeweg

Exec. Director, Iowa League of Cities

317 Sixth Ave., Ste 1400

Des Moines, IA  50309 – 4111

City Hall 515/244-7282
Cell 515/201-8166

Home 515/276-8756

Fax 515/244-0740

tombredeweg@iowaleague.org
Johnson mentioned that by DOT handling registrations, it would give us an opportunity to pre-assign participants to work teams in an effort to have representation from various agencies in each group.
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Other Business:

Feb. 9, 2006 – Elder Affairs Open House from 1:00 p.m. -5:00 p.m.

Celebrating 40 years.  ITCC is invited.

Next meeting:
Date - February 8, 2006  
Time: 9:30 AM – NOON

Conference Room, Governor's Developmental Disabilities Council

617 East Second Street, Des Moines

515-281-9082

- Adjourn -

Respectfully submitted,

Donna L. Johnson
Program Manager

Office of Public Transit
Iowa Department of Transportation
800
Lincoln Way, Ames, Iowa  50010
Ph: 515-233-7875 Cell: 515-290-2167
Fax: 515-233-7983 
donna.johnson@dot.iowa.gov
