IOWA

TRANSPORTATION COORDINATION COUNCIL

MINUTES

Department of Public Health
4th Floor Conference Room #415
Lucas State Office Building
Des Moines

Wednesday, June 14, 2006

9:30 AM - NOON

Meeting Attendees, Introductions

The meeting of the State Transportation Coordination Council was convened at 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, June 14, 2006 in the Conference Room of the Department of Public Health, Des Moines, Iowa.

Members in attendance were; Annette Dunn, Department of Human Services; Sue Stairs, Department of Human Services - Medicaid; Doreen Chamberlin, Department of Public Health; Jill Fulitano-Avery, Department of Human Rights; Dee Vanderhoef, Iowa League of Cities; Peter Hallock, Department of Transportation, and Donna Johnson, Department of Transportation.  Also in attendance were Becky Harker, Governor’s Developmental Disabilities Council; and Liz O’Hara, UI Center for Disabilities and Development.  
Donna Johnson convened the meeting and introductions were made. 

Minutes

Minutes were not available for approval.
ITCC Invitation extended to Governor’s DD Council
The first order of business was to extend a formal invitation to the Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities to become a voting member of the ITCC.  Becky Harker, Executive Director of the Governor’s DD Council accepted this invitation.

Discussion took place to decide if there are other state agencies or non-profit agencies, etc. that should be considered for participation on the Council.  Easter Seals and United Way were both suggested with strong support.  Hallock mentioned that the Administrative Rules indicates the Council would be made up of groups that fund transit on a statewide basis.  As such, Dunn suggested Economic Development also be asked to join the Council.  Johnson will bring these suggestions back to Chair McEnany for concurrence and then proceed with extending invitations or further discussion at the next ITCC meeting.

Hallock reported that Jimmy Webber, Iowa Workforce Development representative to the ITCC, submitted notice earlier this morning that he is resigning from the Council since he is terminating his employment with that agency due to health issues.  Two names were suggested for consideration as replacement representatives to the Council: Doug Keist and Tony Dietch.  Johnson will forward these suggestions on to Chair McEnany.
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Update on Medicaid I.M.E. Project
Sue Stairs reported that the Real Choices Grant folks recently met in Baltimore and have indicated that the grants will be coming July 1st, 2006.  As such, Stairs said an interagency agreement with DOT would be prepared for execution and effective as of July 1st.  

Chamberlin asked Stairs to prepare a synopsis of the IME project status that can be shared by the different Council members on their Web sites or in their newsletters.  Stairs will work with Amanda Martin on this and share the information with the Council members via e-mail.  All comments will be considered prior to finalizing this paper for the Council.

Overview of Public Transit Program – presented by: Peter Hallock
Hallock presented a Power Point presentation on the Public Transit Program in Iowa.  This Power Point will be made available on our Web site, iatransit.com, and forwarded to each ITCC member.  The overview covered both federal and state funding programs and the new requirement for all projects to be derived from a joint human services / public transit planning process funded under Section 5316 (JARC), 5317 (New Freedoms), and 5310 (Special Needs).  Previously, only JARC had this requirement.  Some of the allowed uses of the federal funding were covered and how the funds are allocated.  Hallock also pointed out that Iowa transit systems have been successful in obtaining Surface Transportation Program (STP) funding.  
Other items covered were Congestion Mitigation / Air Quality Program (CMAQ) and Iowa’s Clean Air Attainment Program (ICAAP), ITS Integration program, and overall program requirements.  These include services being open to the public, ADA access requirements, coordination, drug and alcohol testing, and other issues.  Hallock indicated that OPT is planning to put a greater emphasis on the requirement that any service funded with state transit assistance be open to the public.  The Council strongly endorsed this position.  OPT will also be considering requests for individual “special projects” under the State Transit Assistance program to assist with start up of new coordination efforts.  This change reflects the emphasis that the ITCC and OPT are placing on coordination. 
Federal Perspective
Johnson shared copies of the UWR Newsletter with the committee and noted these were sent to each member the previous day electronically.  Hallock shared that the Head Start rules have been extended to the end of the calendar year in regard to the proposal to move away from transit vehicles to yellow school bus vehicles.  He also mentioned that DOT has submitted formal comments to the NPRM’s concerning: Interim Guidance and Proposed Future Policies in regard to Section 5310 (Transportation to Meet Special Needs of Elderly Persons and Persons with Disabilities), Section 5316 (Job Access and Reverse Commute), and the Section 5317 program (New Freedoms).  Among the topics covered are guidelines for the required joint planning process for public transit and human services transportation, guidelines on eligibility under each program, and guidelines on the required application processes for each program.  Comments were also sought in regard to USDOT’s rules implementing the Americans with Disabilities Act.  OPT submitted electronic responses to the proposed rules.
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Status of Workshop Development

Johnson reminded Council that only two workshops remain to be held; Fort Dodge (RPA 5) and Centerville (RPAs 15 & 17).  Becky Harker will represent the ITCC at both of these workshops.  

Dunn shared her observations of the workshop held in Marshalltown and stated that there were so many unmet needs that surfaced.  She was pleased with the interaction of the group.  Vanderhoef shared the differences between the Iowa City and Decorah workshops that she observed.  Harker talked about the need for advertising of services that surfaced at the Waterloo workshop.  Overall, Council members felt the workshops were good but would have liked to have seen better attendance.

Dunn mentioned the need for the Council to take action and build on the results of the MAP workshops.  She suggested that reports be made to regional’s and to the legislature.  She will contact Roger Munn for some advice in this area.  Johnson also volunteered to prepare press releases regarding the outcome and follow-up meetings.

Dunn shared that she didn’t know the status of the survey she worked on regarding the 62 federal programs that fund transit.  Hallock mentioned that this information on other funding sources that might be available to support passenger transportation has been identified as a critical need at each workshop he has attended.   Johnson will check with Bob Krause upon her return and provide feedback to the Council via e-mail.  Dunn suggested that the next meeting should cover what the ITCC’s role is and what our next steps are.  Johnson will prepare an executive summary of the MAP workshop results for the July meeting and more in-depth information will be provided at the August Council meeting.  Harker volunteered to help with this.  

Chamberlin suggested a presentation be made at the spring Public Health Conference about the MAP workshops.  Members thought this was a good idea.  An update on the IME project was also suggested to be shared at this conference.

Other Business:

None presented.

Next meeting:
Date – July 12, 2006  
Time: 9:30 AM – NOON

Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities - Conference Room
- Adjourn -

Respectfully submitted,

Donna L. Johnson
Program Manager

Office of Public Transit
Iowa Department of Transportation
800 Lincoln Way, Ames, Iowa  50010
Ph: 515-233-7875 Cell: 515-290-2167
Fax: 515-233-7983 
donna.johnson@dot.iowa.gov
