IOWA
TRANSPORTATION COORDINATION COUNCIL

MINUTES

Governor's Developmental Disabilities Council

Conference Room

617 East Second Street

Des Moines

Wednesday, July 12, 2006

9:30 AM - NOON

Meeting Attendees, Introductions

The meeting of the State Transportation Coordination Council was convened at 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, July 12, 2006 in the Conference Room of the Governor’s Developmental Disabilities Council, Des Moines, Iowa.  Welcome and introductions were made.
Members in attendance: Annette Dunn, Department of Human Services; Sue Stairs, Department of Human Services - Medicaid; Jill Fulitano-Avery, Department of Human Rights; Becky Harker, Governor’s Developmental Disabilities Council; Wayne Northey, Iowa State Association of Counties; Nicki Stajcar, Department of Elder Affairs; Joni Roeseler, Federal Transit Administration; Peter Hallock, Department of Transportation, and Donna Johnson, Department of Transportation.  Dee Vanderhoef; Iowa League of Cities, participated via conference phone.  Also in attendance were Amanda Martin, DOT; and Ashley Coulsen, who was shadowing Stajcar from DEA. 
June ITCC Minutes

A draft of the June ITCC meeting minutes had been sent electronically and was also available hard-copy at this meeting.  Harker noted her name was misspelled and asked to have that corrected.  Dunn asked for direction in regard to contacting Roger Munn.  Minutes were unanimously approved with the spelling correction.
ITCC Purpose / Where do we go from here?


This agenda item was moved to the first topic of discussion.  Hallock handed out Goals of ITCC and Action Steps Review that had been drafted about four or five years ago.  Hallock explained that the Council was re-established as a forum to talk through issues of coordination.  Hallock and Dunn asked about the status of the funding questionnaire developed by the Council in the spring of 2005.  Johnson will electronically send the draft survey files received from Bob Krause to each committee member to review.  We can discuss at the next ITCC meeting how best to distribute.  
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Update on Medicaid I.M.E. Project
Martin and Stairs provided the group with a brief update on IME project.  The Memorandum of Understanding between the two departments (DOT and DHS) has now been signed and DOT (Systems Planning) expects to meet with a potential subcontractor in August.  Hallock passed along a few comments that Jim McLary, CTAA’s United We Ride representative had shared at IPTA’s mid-year meeting concerning Medicaid projects in other states.  DOT will be conducting a survey of Medicaid recipients and agencies and analyzing the information obtained from that survey.  DOT also wants to document available transportation resources.  This information will help DHS in designing a RFP for a statewide transportation brokerage for the Medicaid program.

Federal Perspective

Roeseler praised the Council for sponsoring, and Iowa DOT for coordinating, the Mobility Action Planning workshops as part of the United We Ride program.  She encouraged the group to continue looking at areas that have been identified as barriers in transportation and explore ways to overcome those barriers.  March 15 interim guidance is expected to be released for planning.  Hallock added that the planning requirements for 2007 are underway in Iowa using a competitive selection process. 

Update on Head Start


Hallock stated Senator Harkin got Iowa another six-month extension, this time through the end of December 2006, regarding the proposal to move away from transit vehicles to yellow school bus vehicles.  Hallock shared a request from MIDAS Council of Governments inquiring whether or not DOT would allow them to purchase integral child seats for each seating position on their newer buses.  Hallock said that although this sounds like a good idea, the weight of the vehicle then becomes another factor to consider as these seats are heavier than standard seating.  DOT will continue to explore the ramifications of this request and provide a response to MIDAS.
Show and Tell on Departmental Coordination Activities


Stajcar talked about DOT’s Safety Management Systems (SMS) committee that she was recently assigned to and said she was the team leader for a small group that worked on one of the eight priorities established by the committee; Older Iowans.  Stajcar shared the findings of that team with the Council.  


Hallock said that DOT has solicited for competitive applications for the New Freedom grant.  Applications are due by September 1.  Hallock spoke about the “marks” that have been identified for each area and said that if any area does not submit a project or their projects do not qualify for this grant, then those funds can be distributed to other areas.  Information is on our Web site: iatransit.com.  A couple of ITCC members requested Hallock distribute something like “acronyms 101” to the Council to help them learn more about the programs offered.  
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Status of Statewide MAP Conference

Stajcar expressed disappointment in AAA representation at MAP workshops.  She will continue to encourage representation from this group at the statewide conference this fall.  Johnson asked for volunteers for a new planning committee for the statewide conference; Stajcar, Dunn, Chamberlin, and Harker each volunteered.  We’ll need to talk about planning requirements and take a global look at funding and resources but feel that should be the last step in the process.  We don’t want funding to stymie our vision for a passenger transportation system that allows people to choose where they want to live and work and their ability to access community resources.  The IME survey is anticipated to be a useful tool in the planning process for projects at the local level.  Martin requested a couple of council members volunteer to speak at the Regional Planning Affiliation (RPA) quarterly meeting scheduled to be held August 23rd, in Ames from 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Members will check schedules and get back with Martin as to availability.  Martin added that for our statewide conference we should ‘look toward the future” and find a motivational speaker to end our conference to continue encouraging participants to work together and explore further options at the local level.  She also suggested sending out questions to host planning agencies to obtain progress information.  Dunn said she is a visual person and would like to see a handout distributed to help people better understand the connection of services.  Stairs and Martin volunteered to do a presentation on the status of the IME project.
Other Business:

None presented.

Next meeting:
Date – August 11, 2006  
Time: 9:30 AM – NOON

Dept. of Human Services
(Host: Sue Stairs)
100 Army Post Road


Des Moines, IA  

- Meeting adjourned -

Respectfully submitted,

Donna L. Johnson
Program Manager

Office of Public Transit
Iowa Department of Transportation
800 Lincoln Way, Ames, Iowa  50010
Ph: 515-233-7875 Cell: 515-290-2167
Fax: 515-233-7983 
donna.johnson@dot.iowa.gov
