IOWA

TRANSPORTATION COORDINATION COUNCIL

MINUTES

Department of Elder Affairs
510 E. 12th Street, Suite 2
2nd Floor Conference Room

Des Moines

Wednesday, August 9, 2006

9:30 AM – 10:30 AM
Meeting Attendees, Introductions

The meeting of the State Transportation Coordination Council convened at 9:50 a.m., Wednesday, August 9, 2006 in the conference room of the Department of Elder Affairs, Des Moines, Iowa.  The meeting started late due to some complications arising from using the speaker/conference telephone.  
Members in attendance: Nicki Stajcar, Dept. of Elder Affairs; Annette Dunn, Dept. of Human Services; Becky Harker, Governor’s Developmental Disabilities Council; Peter Hallock and Donna Johnson, Iowa Dept. of Transportation; and Dee Vanderhoef, Iowa League of Cities.  Amanda Martin, DOT-Systems Planning was also present.  Liz O’Hara, UI Center for Disabilities and Development; and Jim McLary, CTAA’s United We Ride representative; participated via conference call.
Minutes

July minutes will be forwarded to Council Members yet this week along with the August minutes.

Update on Medicaid I.M.E. Project
Amanda Martin reported that several staff persons from the Iowa DOT traveled to Iowa City to meet with Dr. Dave Forkenbrock and Paul Hanley.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the intergovernmental agreement between DOT and DHS.  Within the next few weeks, a subcommittee will be established to bring all the ideas together and determine where the committee feels the project should go as a whole.  Dunn mentioned that rural issues are many times very different than urban issues and to take that into consideration with this project.  A subcommittee is being established and is anticipated to include Liz O’Hara, Sue Stairs, Gene Gessow, Robert Bacon, Peter Hallock, Amanda Martin, an Iowa transit manager and a community provider.  The survey information from MAP workshops was shared with Forkenbrock and Hanley to help eliminate duplication of previous efforts.  Stajcar suggested including someone from the Gerontology Dept. at the University Department either as part of the subcommittee or by contacting them for information as the needs analysis portion of the project is performed.  Martin will share some additional background information with Johnson to disseminate to ITCC members.


Note: At our July ITCC meeting, Chamberlin asked Stairs to prepare a synopsis of the IME project status that can be shared by the different Council members on their Web sites or in their newsletters.  Stairs will work with Amanda Martin on this and share the information with the Council members via e-mail.  All comments will be considered prior to finalizing this paper for the Council.
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Federal Perspective

McLary commented that FTA anticipates rural planning guidance for Section 5310 (Elderly and Disabled), 5316 (Job Access and Reverse Commute), and 5317 (New Freedoms) programs will be out in the next few weeks. He also noted that a MOA by 11 agencies has been signed to make United We Ride happen.  Hallock mentioned that there have been a great many NPRMs out for comment since SAFETEA-LU.   He said right now FTA has a new circular for their Non-urban funding program out for comment.  He also said that the FTA-FHWA joint planning regulations are currently out for comment, including the requirements for a public transit and human services transportation coordination plan.  He said this is significant in part because the two agencies never did update their planning rules expected to be released as a result of TEA-21.  Hallock said he would make sure all Council members receive copies as he sends copies of the NPRMs to transit systems and planners.  Hallock repeated his information from last month that both the House and Senate finally now are considering versions of a reauthorization for the Older Iowans Act and both require Area Agency on Aging involvement in the local transportation planning process.

Status of Statewide MAP Conference


Johnson said Wednesday, November 1, 2006 has been selected for our statewide MAP conference; which will be held at the Marriott Hotel, downtown Des Moines.  Harker suggested that a “save the date” postcard be sent to all names submitted for our MAP workshop mailing list.  Vanderhoef suggested that we let the planning agencies that hosted the workshops be the local point of coordination for registration.  Martin recommended the planning committee provide our expectations to the planning agencies and designate a specific number of seats that will hopefully be filled by a broad representation of their local community.  Stajcar shared that our committee had met early this same morning to discuss prospective topics and identify potential speakers or facilitators, Hallock mentioned that Rose Lee (NW Iowa transit manager) suggested the rural transit operators work out the logistics to bring people from the outlying areas into the conference.  This would allow for some networking on the bus to and from the meeting.  McLary updated Johnson in that he is still trying to find some additional funding for our conference.  He also offered to secure a speaker through CTAA to discuss collaboration and partnerships.  CTAA can absorb the costs for this speaker.  Harker asked about the block of lodging rooms for those that want to travel to Des Moines the night prior to the conference.  She suggested at least two handicapped accessible rooms are held in this block.  Johnson will check with Michele Frank but thought this was already done.  Harker also mentioned she may have a contact name for us to conduct a breakout session at our conference on marketing.  Johnson was asked at the planning meeting to invite the Lt. Governor to speak at our conference.  Hallock and Dunn both urged that the Council’s questionnaire to identify how federal funds that can be used for support of passenger transportation are flowing through Iowa state government be distributed soon since this information has been identified as one of the critical items people want to get out of the statewide MAP workshop.
Department Coordination Activities

Elder Affairs is working with AARP on the national livable communities’ effort.  This project Includes passenger transportation.
Other Business:

None presented.

Next meeting:
Date – September 13, 2006  
Time: 9:30 AM – NOON

Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities - Conference Room
617 East Second Street, Des Moines, IA
The meeting concluded at 10:50 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna L. Johnson
Program Manager

Office of Public Transit
Iowa Department of Transportation
800 Lincoln Way, Ames, Iowa  50010
Ph: 515-233-7875 Cell: 515-290-2167
Fax: 515-233-7983 
donna.johnson@dot.iowa.gov
