IOWA
TRANSPORTATION COORDINATION COUNCIL

MINUTES

Governor's Developmental Disabilities Council

Conference Room

617 East Second Street

Des Moines

Wednesday, March 14, 2007
9:30 AM - NOON

Meeting Attendees, Introductions

The meeting of the State Transportation Coordination Council was convened at 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, March 14, 2007 in the conference room of the Governor’s Developmental Disabilities Council, Des Moines, Iowa.  Chair McEnany welcomed Karen Goehring, Workforce Development alternate for Doug Keast and Eugenia Vavra with United Way of east central Iowa.
Members in attendance: Michelle McEnany, Department of Transportation; Becky Harker, Governor’s Developmental Disabilities Council; Sue Stairs, Department of Human Services; Doreen Chamberlin, Department of Public Health; Nicki Stajcar, Department of Elder Affairs; Karen Goehring, Workforce Development; Greg Davis, Iowa Association of School Boards; and Donna Johnson, Department of Transportation.  
Also in attendance were Amanda Martin, DOT; Joni Roeseler, Federal Transit Administration; and Eugenia Vavra representing United Way.
CTAA 2007 Institute for Transportation Coordination: Request for applications

McEnany shared information received from the Community Transportation Association of America (CTAA) seeking applications for teams to participate in the 2007 Institute for Transportation Coordination.  The event will take place Monday, August 20 – Thursday, August 23, 2007 in Washington, D.C.  McEnany requested names of persons interested in being considered for a state team to represent Iowa at this intensive training and planning forum.  Sue Stairs, DHS, Nicki Stajcar, DEA, and Becky Harker, GDD Council, each volunteered to team up with Donna Johnson, DOT, in applying to participate in this event.  Karen Goehring said that Workforce Development had already submitted an application and she is one of the team members.  Eugenia Vavra mentioned that an application is in the works for Cedar Rapids participants as well.  The application is due one week from today.

2006 Year-end Review

Johnson passed out a list of ITCC accomplishments for 2006.  (See attached). Special thanks were given to Nicki Stajcar and Doreen Chamberlin for their work on developing our first ITCC brochure and table top display.  Members expressed appreciation for compiling the Council’s accomplishments in one place.  
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Development of 2007 Work Plan: Goals and Objectives

On February 21, 2007, a small group met to start reviewing attachments that had been sent to the full membership for review (copies of each are attached):

· Healthy Iowans Excerpts

· Olmstead revision

· Role of ITCC in Iowa Administrative Code Chapter 910 concerning coordination

· Policy on special projects for coordination 

The working group consisted of Doreen Chamberlin, Becky Harker, Nicki Stajcar, Dee Vanderhoef, Roger Larson, Peter Hallock, and Donna Johnson.  Recommendations from that group were to be presented at today’s ITCC meeting as topics are discussed.
Chamberlin briefly shared that that working group took a look at the Healthy Iowans 2010 (Mid-course revision dated July 2005).  The group felt that some of the items have been accomplished, while others should be considered for our 2007 and 2007 work plan.
It was decided that we would table the Olmstead discussion until next month since Peter Hallock has been most actively involved with that group and is a better position to provide us with an update.  (Hallock is unable to participate today as he is in Washington, D.C. on business.)

Harker volunteered to start working on an outline for our 2007 Work Plan goals and objectives.  She plans to have something to share with everyone at our next meeting based on what she has heard at today’s meeting and from the smaller working group.  That will give us a starting point to develop our work plan that will be focal point of next months meeting.
Chapter 910 Coordination of Public Passenger Transportation Services

Chapter 910 Coordination of Public Transportation Services – The working group suggested that the “certification process” current detailed in this chapter be dropped.  Dee Vanderhoef was not present at today’s meeting but wanted to make sure that we shared with the full Council the unanimous vote by the working group to eliminate the certification process.  The certification reviews haven’t taken place in recent years and the purpose statement doesn’t reflect the ITCC mission statement.  

The working group suggests the following wording as the ITCC purpose statement in Ch 910 “The council shall review policies and procedures that may affect the coordination of publicly funded passenger transportation service and assist with the collection of information on publicly funded passenger transportation services in Iowa.”  Further discussion on this topic will take place at our April ITCC meeting.

Interagency survey of funding programs

Johnson stated that only two of the interagency surveys of funding programs have been returned to the best of her knowledge, i.e. Workforce Development and Department of Education.  Harker asked for another copy to be sent to her for completion.  Chamberlin said that we were asking her basically the same information she supplied Systems Planning for the resource book that Amanda Martin and Roger Larson have been working on.  As such, the information has already been shared with DOT.
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Federal Perspective
Joni Roeseler, Federal Transit Administration, provided an update on what is going on at the federal level.  She said that there has been a tremendous amount of information coming out from FTA over the past months, primarily in response to the passage of SAFETEA-LU.  The allocations of funding from this year’s federal appropriation/continuing resolution, and the publication of a final circular for the New Freedom program should be coming out very soon.  FTA will also be soliciting applications for the 5309 (Major Capital Investment Program) that was not earmarked by Congress this year.  FTA has been updating circulars and recently issued final metropolitan and statewide planning regulations.  
Resource Guide update

Martin briefly discussed the status of our “Resource Guide”.  She said that the work will need to be contracted out in order to obtain the information that the Council recommends be included.  She is looking for funding of this project.  Johnson stated that we have between $3,000 and $4,000 in United We Ride funds remaining in our grant and asked Roeseler if they could be used for this purpose.  Roeseler said that using the funds for this purpose would be a great fit.  Johnson will provide Martin with the exact amount of funding prior to next months meeting.  Other council members were encouraged to look at their budgets to see if they are also able to contribute financially to this project.  Brief discussion also took place in regard to the Council’s preference for a written handbook vrs. a virtual document.  Council voiced concerns about out dated information as well as the work involved to try to keep the document current.  

Medicaid I.M.E. Project update
Martin shared that the Public Policy Group was working on getting the survey tool through the University's Internal Review Board.  In the meantime the study team was taking the transportation distribution list information used as part of the initial MAP workshops and geocoding them using ArcGIS, which is a geographic mapping system. They were then going to compare the responses to the MAP survey for completeness and then spatial distribution throughout the state. Based on the results, they are planning to target areas for follow-up surveys.  Martin also mentioned that she would provide a more detailed report of happenings that Paul Hanley had provided her.  (See attached.)
Member Issues

Chamberlin mentioned that both she and Hallock will be co-presenting during a concurrent session at the Iowa Public Health Conference coming up April 3 in Ames, IA.

Stajcar said that the Governor’s Conference on Aging is looking for exhibitors.  The cost is $100.  Conference dates are May 21-22 in Clive, IA.  

Other Business:

None presented.
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Next meeting:
Date – April 11 2007
  
Time: 9:30 AM – NOON

Location:  Governor’s DD Council

617 E. 2nd Street, Des Moines

- Meeting adjourned -

Respectfully submitted,

Donna L. Johnson
Program Manager

Office of Public Transit
Iowa Department of Transportation
800 Lincoln Way, Ames, Iowa  50010
Ph: 515-233-7875 Cell: 515-290-2167
Fax: 515-233-7983 
donna.johnson@dot.iowa.gov
Attachments:
2006 ITCC Accomplishments
IME Update from Paul Hanley to Amanda Martin


Healthy Iowans Excerpts with highlighting
Olmstead revision – reformatted for ITCC
Role of ITCC in Coordination Ch910 (plus copy of current rule)
Policy on special projects for coordination for ITCC
