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The meeting of the State Transportation Coordination Council was convened at 9:30, Wednesday, June 22, 2005 in the 5th Floor, Room 517, Department of Public Health, Lucas State Office Building, Des Moines, Iowa.

Meeting Attendees, Introductions

Members in attendance were; Annette Dunn, Department of Human Services; Tammy O’Hollearn, Department of Public Health; Max Christensen, Department of Education; Greg Davis, Iowa Association of School Boards; Nicki Stajcar, Department of Elder Affairs; Bob Krause, Office of Public Transit; Siri Granberg, Department of Human Services; Jill Fulitano-Avery, Department of Human Rights; Michelle Mc Enany, Office of Public Transit; Joni Roeseler, FTA in Kansas City and Gary Allen Department of Health and Human Services in Kansas City.  Also in attendance was Amber Wagner, consultant to the Iowa Public Transit Association and project manager for the Iowa Department of Public Health service assessment study.

Bob Krause convened the meeting and introductions were made. 

Minutes

May minutes were approved, with several corrections noted.


Federal Perspective.

Joni Roeseler of FTA handed out a new report “Report to the President, Human Service Transportation Coordination, Executive Order 13330, which is published by the Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility.  There was both the main report and an executive summary, and the report is also available at www.unitedweride.gov.  Recommendations in the report for coordination include:  the creation of new legal structures to require coordinated transportation planning in human services; establishment of a requirement for vehicle sharing among federally funded human service programs; establishment of standard cost allocation principles in transportation accounting; better reporting and evaluation of coordination efforts and a new initiative to create transportation coordination demonstration projects. 

Joni then introduced Mr. Gary Allen of the Department of Health and Human Services in Kansas City.  Gary discussed Medicaid “Real Choices Systems” grants.  These are system transformation grants and can have a transportation component.  Funding is for 3 million over a 5-year period. Points of contact for information on the grants are Jackie Glaze, 816-426-6458 and Barb Cotter, 816-426-6426.
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There was then some discussion of an HSS grant initiative in transportation coordination that allowed for ITS technologies to be funded.  The idea of “ITS driven dumb terminals” at various human service activity centers was discussed.  Locations might include senior centers, retirement care communities, independent living centers, community centers and others.  Bob agreed to send out a map showing which transit regions were interested in working with human service agencies on a possible project.  It was agreed that there would likely be no grant application for funding until next year.

FTA Request for Comment on Technical Assistance

Bob Krause placed on file with the Council a copy of the letter that was sent to FTA Administrator Jennifer Dorn in response to a “request for Comment” advertised in the Federal Register/Vol. 70, No.45/Wednesday, March 9, 2005 under notices.  The comments had been discussed and reviewed at two previous council meetings, and the final version had been circulated electronically before being filed on June 15.  Signatory for the letter was Neil Volmer, Director of the Modal Division, Iowa DOT.

Proposed New Logo

 Bob Krause presented four sample logos for the Council that were prepared by Cherice Ogg of Iowa DOT staff.  Jill Fulitano-Avery stated that she was pleased that the font was Aerial, because Aerial is a font favored by vision impaired persons.  Another font in this category is Sans Serif.  Siri Granberg stated that she preferred the black font of Sample #3 because it stands out better. There was a discussion of whether there should be a bus in the logo.  Some were concerned that a bus was limiting, and some preferred the highway, which was shown on another logo.  The “rainbow” shown in Sample 4 was voted out.

It was decided to ask Cherice for another set of logos that utilize the black typeface color scheme and show, varyingly, a bus, a highway and a combination.

Regional UWR Conferences Planning

Bob Krause discussed the recent UWR presentation to the Quarterly MPO meeting.  He discussed a handout of the presentation and walked members through what will be state agency responsibilities for conference preparation.   Krause stated that all areas except east central Iowa had agreed to time windows, and that the East Central Iowa issue would be resolved relatively soon.

Krause then handed out a draft template agenda for the regional conferences.  Some of the changes from the handout document are noted:  A strong statement of conference goals is needed; pre-assignment to groups during the pre-registration and registration process is probably needed; the TCC felt that specialized groupings would be counter-productive and that groupings should be more general; an action plan should be one of the results of the conference, and FTA has an Action Work book that might provide ideas; CTAA may be able to provide some facilitators, and other agencies may be looked to for facilitators; transit and human services statistics need to be presented as a topic in the morning education session; regional resources need to be presented as a topic in the morning education session.

It was agreed that Bob Krause will draft a revised version of the regional conference agenda template and email it to the group.
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Public Health Survey Project

Amber Wagner, Health Access Survey project consultant for the Iowa Public Transit Association (IPTA) made a presentation behalf of the Iowa Department of Public Health/IPTA.  Wagner reviewed progress on inventorying all transit services in the pilot counties, and also shared her revised transit survey document.  Bob Krause requested that schools be included in the survey.  The survey will be mailed very soon.

Words With Dignity


Jill Fulitano-Avery made a presentation on Words With Dignity.  Language and terminology can be uplifting to persons with disabilities, or it can be unintentionally demeaning and debilitating.  Jill talked about the history or certain words, such as “handicap,” which was from the English “hand-to-cap.” It was used to describe the actions of beggars with disabilities when they were met.  She described a number of linguistic “do’s and don’ts.”  Those working in the transit industry need to be aware of these sensitivities.  Very excellent brochures on the topic, suitable for employee training,” may be ordered by emailing “dhr.disabilities@dhr.state.ia.us, or by calling 1-888-219-0471.

Words with Dignity is a project of the Division of Persons with Disabilities, Department of Human Rights.

Group Photo

The group then adjourned to the north parking lot of the Lucas Building for the group photo.

Respectfully submitted:

Bob Krause

Planning and Coordination Manager

Office of Transit

Iowa Department of Transportation

800 Lincoln Way

Ames, Iowa 50010

Office Phone: 515-239-1132

Office FAX: 515-233-7983

IaDOT Cell Phone: 515-290-7137

Personal Cell: 319-961-0830
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